Are Sewers in Rainier’s Future?

It’s possible, but there are many steps and careful evaluation on many levels before we can positively say YES. One thing you can be sure of is public involvement will be an important part of the process needed to bring sewers to the City of Rainier.

Why are sewers important? Who really benefits from new wastewater facilities in this area?

· Providing wastewater collection and treatment facilities (WWTF) within City limits will significantly reduce the potential of future contamination of the City’s water system, which uses groundwater wells to supply drinking water.

· WWTF will allow more commercial and residential growth, providing access to more services and increasing the tax base to help pay for road and utility improvements.

· Job creation. Not just from the construction of the new WWTF and sewers but from new businesses and housing construction. The WWTF allows higher zoning densities and wastewater capacity for larger stores and businesses to locate here.

Won’t sewers cause too much growth? I like the small town atmosphere we have now.

· Proper planning is needed to make sure we don’t lose our identity. City staff, the Planning Commission and City Council will be working together to ensure the City’s future growth reflects the desires of City residents. This will be accomplished through public involvement and participation throughout the sewer planning process.

What are the next steps?

The Department of Ecology requires a Wastewater Facility Plan be prepared by the City to determine a number of things, including: where will the treatment facility be located, how much of the City will be connected to it, how will wastewater be conveyed from homes and businesses to the new facility, what type of treatment will be provided, where will the treated effluent go, how much capacity will be available, is there room for future expansion of the facility, what will the connection cost be and how much will the monthly sewer rates be once the connection is made.

The City will be preparing this plan and developing alternatives and recommendations to answer these questions over the next six to eight months. Once the plan has been reviewed and approved by the Department of Ecology, the City can design and construct the facility.

Design and construction of these types of facilities are costly and the City will need financial help from funding agencies and/or private enterprise to keep rates reasonable. Completing the plan, acquiring funding for design, designing the facilities, acquiring funding for construction and constructing the new facilities will take a minimum of three years. During this time the City will provide everyone opportunity to review documents, weigh in on the alternatives being evaluated, ask questions and voice concerns.

Please join us, get involved and help the City determine our future.
